By a special method of experimenting they saw that, during the administration of full doses of chloroform, the right side of the heart becomes distended and engorged with blood, the irritability of the organ quickly disappears, and death ensues. This effect on the heart, in ordinary cases, is, of course, complicated by interference with the respiratory mechanism, probably by chloroform acting on the respiratory centres in the medulla. To avoid such complication, the committee, in many experiments, kept up artificial respiration, and watched the effect on the heart itself, with the same result?distension of the right side, loss of irritability, and death. It is therefore desirable to find an anaesthetic which would not act injuriously, even in full doses, on the heart or on the respiratory centres, and which, consequently, would be safer than chloroform. 
